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The torch 
has been passed 
to a new generation 

from John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address 


L ot the word go forth from this time and place, to 
friend and foe alike, that the torch hos been 
_ passed to a new generation of Americans — born 
in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a 
hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage. 

To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks 
of the free, we pledge our word that one form of co- 
lonial control shall not have passed away merely to 
be replaced by a far more iron tyranny. 

To those peoples in the huts and villages of half 
the globe struggling to break the bonds of mass mis- 
ery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help 
themselves, for whatever period is required. 

To our sister republics south of our border, we of- 
fer a special pledge — to convert our good words into 
good deeds — in a new alliance for progress — to as- 
sist free men and free governments in casting off the 
chains of poverty. 

Finally, to those nations who would make them- 
selves our adversary, we offer not o pledge but a re- 
quest-. that both sides begin anew the quest for 
peace. . . . We dare not tempt them with weak- 
ness. But neither can two great and powerful groups 
of nations take comfort from our present course 
— both sides overburdened by the coif of modern 
weapons, both rightly alarmed by the steady spread 
of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that un- 
certain balance of terror that stays the hand of man- 
kind’s final war. 

Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us never 


fear to negotiate. Let both sides, for the first time, for- 
mulate serious and precise proposals for the inspec- 
tion ond control of arms. ... Let both sides seek to 
invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. 
Together let us explore the stars, conquer the des- 
erts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths and en- 
courage the arts and commerce. 

Now the trumpet summons us again — not as a call 
to bear arms, though arms we need — not as a call to 
battle, though embattled we are — but a call to bear 
the burden of a long twilight struggle . . . against 
the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, dis- 
ease and war itself. 

Will you join in that historic effort? 

In the long history of the world, only a few gen- 
erations have been granted the role of defending 
freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not 
shrink from this responsibility— I welcome it. I do not 
believe that any of us would exchange places with 
any other people or any other generation. The en- 
ergy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this en- 
deavor will light our country and all who serve it 
— ond the glow from that fire can truly light the world. 

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your 
country can do for you — ask what you can do for 
your country. 

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what Amer- 
ica will do for you, but what together we can do for 
the freedom of man. 
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